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“Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. 
Do not lose your inner peace for anything whatsoever, even if your whole world seems upset.”

St. Francis de Sales

The  deadline  for  submitting  the  Annual  Reports  electronically  was  January  15,  2019.  Thank  you  all  who
participated diligently in the annual report survey. The results will come to us next month. There were 18 out of
25 council in Ottawa that participated – 72%. This is an improvement from last year. Well  done ladies! The
results will be summarized and published in our annual report book in time for our diocesan convention. I look
forward to reading them!

The Leadership Development Fund 
The Leadership Development Fund (LDF) is available to CWL members in the Ottawa diocese. This money can be
used for various workshops put on by the diocesan council or a parish council to carry out a workshop day. It can
be applied to a special project in which a parish council carries out a one-time event that promotes the League
in their parish. There is funding to cover the total cost of sending two parish council members to the entire
diocesan convention – if more than two members apply, then there is a draw. Additionally there is funding for
the provincial convention registration fee and shared accommodation for one parish council member (up to a
certain  amount).  The  funding  can  also  be  applied  to  local  conferences,  seminars  or  workshops  that  are
appropriate in upholding the Objects of the League. Interested members are required to submit an application.
More details on the LDF can be found in our Ottawa Diocesan Manual Policy of Procedure which is available on
our diocesan website. All these applications and forms are also available on our diocesan website under the
Leadership Fund tab. This money is there for our members in the Ottawa Diocese. Let’s use it. All one needs to
do is apply. 

“Find Your Voice” Public Speaking Course
This is a one-day course for all women over the age of 16 who want to learn effective
public speaking techniques in a safe, supportive and fun environment. The facilitators are
Life  Member  Moira  Matthews,  Ottawa  Diocesan  Education  and  Health  Chairperson
Sandra  Blais  and  St.  John  the  Apostle  Spiritual  Development  Chairperson  Claudette
Joseph.  This  interactive  workshop  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  February  23,  2019  at
Annunciation of the Lord Parish. Cost is $10.00. Please look for the flyer on our website
for more information.

Strategic Planning
In her Communiqué #03, National Organization Chairperson Fran Lucas, provides an update on the strategic
planning  project.  A  key  piece,  the  Implementation  Committee (IC)  was  set  up  in  2018.  With the  need for
orientation and initial steps of this committee in 2019, the strategic plan’s final year of the five-year project has
been delayed from 2022 to 2023. Fran also reminds us that the “strategic planning and spearheading its rollout
in a consistent and methodical way is a national responsibility.” This means that we have to wait instructions



and direction from our national office before we make any plans to makes changes.  In the meantime, Fran
wants all of us to “ensure members know the new mission statement, the three core values, the core purpose
and the envisioned future.” Additionally, she asks that we “review Goal 1 and Goal 4 first year strategies to
ensure members are familiar with the initial strategies to be worked.” The CWL Strategic Plan can be found on
the national website.

Our new Mission Statement
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, 

and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service.

Our three Core Values
Faith – following Catholic teachings; 

Service – local, national and international; 
Social Justice – actively involved in society.

Our Core Purpose
Uniting Catholic women to grow in faith, 

and to promote social justice through service to the church, Canada and the world.

Our Envisioned Future
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is an inclusive and engaged community of 

Catholic women inspired by faith. 
It is a vital participant in the church. 

It is a valued partner for social justice.
It is a respected advocate at all government levels.

It is connected to the world.

Love, Peace and Joy!


